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30. — Gold-Foil, hammered from Popular Proverbs. By Timothy 
Titcomb, Author of " Letters to the Young." New York : Charles 
Scribner. 1859. 12mo. pp. 358. 

Dr. Holland is certainly one of the most racy and vigorous of 
essayists. "With study, common sense, high moral principle, and 
thoroughly grounded religious convictions, he unites trenchant wit, 
genial humor, and an unaffected quaintness of diction. His favorite 
subjects are the shams and falsities that pass as genuine in society ; and 
these he exposes with a satire at once kindly and death-dealing. No 
writer of his class could be more entirely free than he is from anger, 
bitterness, or scorn ; his power consists in the vividness with which he 
reflects the concentrated rays of essential and sacred truth on the very 
face and front of the pernicious maxim, opinion, custom, or habit that 
he would demolish. " Gold-Foil " is a series of essays on quite a 
wide range of topics, ethical and religious, not one of which can be read 
without unflagging interest, or can fail to leave fructifying thoughts on 
matters of high personal and social moment. 



31. — 1. The Simplicity of Chris? s Teachings, set forth in Sermons. 
By Charles T. Brooks, Pastor of the Unitarian Church, Newport, 
K. I. Boston : Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1859. 16mo. pp.342. 

2. Sermons. By Richard Fuller, D. D., of Baltimore. New 
York : Sheldon & Co. 1860. 12mo. pp. 384. 

We have placed these volumes together not because they resemble 
each other in any wise. The contrast between the constantly outcrop- 
ping Calvinism in Dr. Fuller's discourses, and the explicit profession of 
Unitarian dogmas which is singularly prominent in Mr. Brooks's ser- 
mons, is hardly so great as that between the style and method of the 
two writers, both admirable in their way, but with scarce a single 
characteristic in common. Mr. Brooks's sermons are calm and unim- 
passioned, indicating indeed that profound religious feeling which is in- 
capable of ebb and flow, but none of that emotion which has its tidal 
periods and paroxysmal epochs. They have their full effect without 
the living voice, and would be no less impressive if read in the quiet- 
ness of one's own chamber, than if pronounced before a crowded assem- 
bly ? They are characterized by directness, simplicity, definiteness of 
statement, nicety of moral discrimination, and close and constant refer- 
ence to the duties of the religious life. The author shows in these dis- 
courses his rich poetic vein, not by florid rhetoric or affluence of meta- 
phor, but by his rare tact and delicacy in the choice and collocation of 
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words, and by the spontaneous euphony of his sentences. The ser- 
mons are such as we can well believe have been constantly growing 
upon the appreciation of his hearers during a ministry of twenty-five 
years, such as are adapted to produce, not transient excitement, but a 
steady growth in Christian faith, knowledge, and virtue. 

Dr. Fuller's sermons are striking specimens of the opposite style of 
preaching. Singularly rich in thought, brilliant in metaphor, and apt in 
illustration, they are at the same time highly declamatory, abounding in 
apostrophes, earnest personal appeals, and passages of moving pathos, all 
which, though impressive in the reading, seem incomplete without the 
mien and countenance, the voice and gesture, of the preacher. Some of 
these discourses must have had an overpowering effect on the listeners, 
and none of them could we have heard unmoved. If these are a fair 
representation of Dr. Fuller's wonted style, he must be one of the most 
powerful preachers of the time, and can hardly fail to hold crowds in 
rapt attention, and to work mightily on the convictions and consciences 
of those whose privilege it is to hear him. 



32. — The Works of "William Shakespeare, the Plays edited from the 
Folio q/"MDCXXIIL, with Various Readings from all the Editions 
and all the Commentators, Notes, Introductory Remarks, an Historical 
Sketch of the Text, an Account of the Rise and Progress of the Eng- 
lish Drama, a Memoir of the Poet, and an Essay upon his Genius. 
By Richard Grant "White. Vols. VI., VII., VIII. Boston: 
Little, Brown, & Co. 1859. Small 8vo. pp. 564, 468, 453. 

The earlier volumes of this edition we found occasion to notice more 
than once. The present issue contains the historical plays. We can 
add nothing to what we have already said as to the skill and fidelity of 
the editorial labor, and the taste and beauty of the mechanical execu- 
tion. Of all editions of Shakespeare, could we have but one, we should 
greatly prefer this, as undoubtedly making the nearest attainable ap- 
proach to the great dramatist's own text, as affording the most trust- 
worthy materials for its elucidation, and as presenting the most luxuri- 
ous page for the reader. 



33. — Home Dramas for Young People. Compiled by Eliza Lee 
Follen. Boston : James Munroe and Co. 1859. 12mo. pp.441. 

Mrs. Follen has drawn some of the materials of this volume from 
Berquin's Child's Friend, some from Miss Aikin and Miss Edgeworth, 



